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The Tower of Babel

2010-10-01 Lisbon IALB 

Conference (c) P.A. Schmitt, Leipzig 2



St. Jerome
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St. Jerome Monastery, Lisbon
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Translation



Languages
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Globalization

• “the reduction and removal of barriers 

between national borders in order to 

facilitate the flow of goods, capital, 

services and labor”

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

(UN-ESCWA)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Asia


Globalization

• [corporations] „maximize profit at the 

expense of sabotaging work safety 

conditions and standards, labor hiring and 

compensations standards“

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-globalization_movement
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Vasco da Gama

2010-10-01 Lisbon IALB 

Conference (c) P.A. Schmitt, Leipzig 13



Translator„s workbench in the year 1975
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Translator„s workbench in 2001
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Outsourcing
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Teamwork and Teleworking
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Frankfurt

2010-10-01 Lisbon IALB 

Conference (c) P.A. Schmitt, Leipzig 18

Office in business centers



Home office anywhere
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Worldwide visibility
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Internet access in Okonjima lodge

2010-10-01 Lisbon IALB 

Conference (c) P.A. Schmitt, Leipzig 21



World-wide competition
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Money Matters

• Translation prices

– 1975: 1.30 DM (ca. 1 €) per line (10 ct/word)

– 2010: 1.30 € per line

• Average net income in Germany

– employed single in general: 1,950 €/month

– employed single translator: 2,250 €/month
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Freelance translator

income factors

• To earn a net income in the magnitude of 

2,000 €/month, a freelance translator in 

Germany has to work

– 220 days per year at 8 hrs. per day

– at a rate of 2000 characters per hour 
(i.e. 300 words or 291 lines per day)

– at 50 € per hour or 1.35 € per line 
(i.e. 0.16 € per word)
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10 € per hour, 10 € per page, 

0.30 € per line
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Outsourcing to India
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IALT & VW Research Project

The translation industry in India
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Outsourcing
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Globalization: Not yet enough!
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muito obrigado pela atenção
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